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WORLD TRADE WEEK:  
Southern California: The Evolution of Trade in a Digital World
 
 
Every year in May, we celebrate the benefits that global trade and investment brings to Southern 
California.  The 92nd Annual World Trade Week Breakfast Kickoff initiates a month of seminars 
and events reminding us of our great responsibility to adhere to the tenets of its designation: To 
promote and acknowledge the importance of international trade, infrastructure investment and 
economic expansion.

This year’s theme, “Evolution of Trade in a Digital World,” should not only remind us, but also 
allow us to reflect on the drastic changes in the trade industry that we’ve experienced in recent 
years: from the method in which raw materials are sourced, to the final delivery of finished 
products into consumer hands. 

These changes, pioneered by technological advancements, have demonstrated their continuous 
impact through an immense modification of trade paths, where virtually millions of people 
can now participate and benefit from easier access to goods and resources. However, as any 
transitioning industry does, we must also overcome some inevitable challenges. Now, more than 
ever, shippers are tasked with increasing their efficiency, implementing an autotomized supply-
chain, and personalizing a product. The click of a button on a retailer’s website comes with the 
expectation of a flawless digital journey; one that remains entirely unknown to the customer but 
results in an on-time delivery right to their doorstep.

As the intricate web of relationships between manufacturers, operators, shippers, and regulators 
grow, we must understand that this digital approach to globalization is fundamentally opening 
doors to new competition and economic advantages. 

Today, more than 200,000 workers in the region are directly involved in the international trade 
sector, and this number is set to grow as digitization grips all aspects of our day to day lives. 
We continue to witness the once stable transportation market adjust to new expectations with 
the consumer-driven expansion of warehousing and distribution channels. Furthermore, we 
have seen monumental steps taken towards the development of environmentally sustainable 
technology, autonomous vehicles, and artificial intelligence. Collectively, our industry must 
embrace these advancements and work together to educate, empower and propel our partners 
forward.    

Please join me in promoting and enhancing the benefits of commercial and industrial exchanges 
with consumers across the globe. This year, I am greatly humbled to serve as the 2018 
Chairman and look forward to sharing this joyous occasion with all of you.

OTIS CLIATT II 
2018 World Trade Week Chair
President, Pacific Harbor Line Inc. 

CHAIR’S MESSAGE
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CHAIR

2018 CHAIR, WORLD TRADE WEEK SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

O.L. (OTIS) CLIATT II
PACIFIC HARBOR LINE, INC.

Otis Cliatt joined PHL as vice president July, 2010. Cliatt was 
appointed President in 2012.  Cliatt’s responsibilities include; 
establishing and managing PHL’s annual budget, overseeing 
operational planning, building & maintaining relations with port 
customers and political leaders, equipment purchase, infrastructure 
upgrades, growth, establishing safety culture, negotiating union 

contract and continually seeking technological advancement. Cliatt began his railroad 
career with Union Pacific Railroad (UPRR) in 1993. Upon completion of the Management 
Development Program, Cliatt held a variety of leadership positions, with a primary emphasis 
in railroad operations and railroad safety, from managing large classification hump yards 
(300-400 total employees) to smaller road territories with multiple satellite yards separated 
up to a 300 mile radius. 

After UPRR, Cliatt held leadership positions with CANAC, Inc., an industrial rail switching 
subsidiary of Canadian National Railway as regional vice president, where he was an 
in integral part in the implementation of Remote Control Locomotives within Canada & 
US. Cliatt led a region encompassing 10 Industrial Rail Operation sites in an eight-state 
geographical area encompassing more than 250 employees and management staff. 

Cliatt, a combat veteran, received a Bronze Star for actions in Desert Storm. Cliatt served 
a total of eight years in the U.S. Army’s elite Special Operations Command (SOCOM) at Ft. 
Bragg, N.C. (active duty) and 20th Special Forces Group at Camp Blanding, FL (National 
Guard duty).  

Cliatt is active in the community and serves on numerous boards, including World Trade 
Week Southern California, the L.A. Area Chamber of Commerce, American Short Line and 
Regional Railroad Association, the California Short Line Railroad Association, Alpha Psi, 
Irvine-Anaheim Alumni Chapter, GE Transportation’s CAB-Customer Advisory Board.  

A graduate of Florida A&M University, Cliatt has a Bachelor of Science in Business 
Economics w/minor in Labor Relations. Cliatt lives with his wife, Allison, in Southern 
California. They have one son graduating college this year.



VICE CHAIR

2018 VICE CHAIR, WORLD TRADE WEEK SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

VINCENT IACOPELLA
VICE CHAIR, 2018 WTW COMMITTEE
ALBA WHEELS UP INTERNATIONAL INC.

Vincent Iacopella is the Executive Vice President of Growth and 
Strategy at Alba Wheels Up International Inc.

Iacopella’s responsibilities include leading Alba’s expansion into 
new markets and to increase the portfolio of product offerings with a 

focus on trade sensitive imports and exports, as well as smart supply chain technology that 
drives value to importers and exporters.

At Alba, Iacopella, along with the owners and senior management team, is responsible for 
leading efforts in sustainable topline growth and development and implementation of an 
integrated approach to sales and business development. Iacopella is responsible for driving 
creation and development of product and service enhancements aligned with CBP, FDA, and 
EPA’s Trade Modernization initiatives in the Automated Commercial Environment (ACE) as 
well as development of freight and supply chain products and their marketing to customers.

Along with the owners, Iacopella works on Alba’s strategic partnerships in the market to 
drive value to Alba’s customers. Iacopella is based in the L.A. office, but works on behalf of 
the entire company.
 
Iacopella is a licensed Customs Broker and served as past president of the Los Angeles 
Customs Brokers and Forwarders Association. He is current president of the Pacific Coast 
Council of Customs Brokers and Freight Forwarders. In March 2013, he was appointed to 
the 13th Advisory Committee on Commercial Operations of Customs and Border Protection, 
better known as COAC. This 20-member council advises the secretaries of the Department 
of the Treasury and the Department of Homeland Security on the commercial operations of 
CBP and related DHS and Treasury functions. He currently serves on the COAC and as Trade 
co-chair of the 14th COAC Committee on Commercial Operations of Customs and Border 
Protection.



MASTER OF CEREMONIES

DAVID ONO 
ABC7

David Ono is the anchor for ABC7 Eyewitness News at 4 p.m. and 
6pm, the top rated newscasts in all of Los Angeles. He also anchors 
Eyewitness News on KDOC-TV at 7 p.m.

Ono joined ABC7 in 1996 and during that time has witnessed 
history worldwide, covering Hurricane Katrina, Haiti’s earthquake 

and Japan’s tsunami. He traveled across Europe and Asia chronicling brave acts of the Nisei 
soldier from World War II. 

Ono has attended the Royal Wedding in London, tracked drug runners through Central 
America and reported live from Boston after the tragic marathon bombing. He’s covered 
terrorism from Paris not only in 2015 as the historic city was cripple with fear, but also in 
2002 after a plot was foiled to bring down the Eiffel Tower.  

Ono has trained with the FBI, the elite Los Angeles Sheriff’s SWAT team, ICE and the Los 
Angeles Port Police. Three times President Obama has invited him to the White House.  
Twice for exclusive one on one interviews, and once to make a speech about inclusion in 
America. Ono has extensively covered the Pope. He witnessed white smoke at the Vatican 
twice - in 2005 for the selection of Pope Benedict the 16th and 2013 for the selection of 
Pope Francis. He also covered Francis’s historic visit to the United States in 2015 and his 
visit to Mexico in 2016. 

Ono has produced multiple award winning documentaries, two of which have made their way 
to the Smithsonian Institution. 

Ono has won five Edward R. Murrow awards, 20 Emmys, two RTDNA National Unity Awards.



SPECIAL GUEST & KEYNOTE PROFILE

Eric Garcetti is the 42nd Mayor of Los Angeles. His “back to basics” 
agenda is focused on job creation and solving everyday problems for
L.A. residents.

Garcetti was elected four times by his peers to serve as President 
of the Los Angeles City Council from 2006 to 2012. From 2001 

until taking office as Mayor, he served as the Councilmember representing the 13th District 
which includes Hollywood, Echo Park, Silver Lake and Atwater Village -- all of which were 
dramatically revitalized under Garcetti’s leadership.

Garcetti was raised in the San Fernando Valley and earned his B.A. and M.A. from Columbia 
University. He studied as a Rhodes Scholar at Oxford and the London School of Economics 
and taught at Occidental College and USC. A fourth generation Angeleno, he and his wife, 
Amy Elaine Wakeland, have a young daughter. He served in the U.S. Navy reserve from 
2005 to 2018 and is an avid jazz pianist and photographer.

MAYOR ERIC GARCETTI  
CITY OF LOS ANGELES

Laurie Tolson 
CHIEF DIGITAL OFFICER, GE TRANSPORTATION

Laurie Tolson serves as Chief Digital Officer for GE Transportation, 
which brings together brilliant machines, data, insights, and people 
to drive real-time connectivity and data intelligence through a digital 
thread. 

Prior to joining GE Transportation, Tolson was the Global Product 
Leader for Enterprise Software for ABB, where she led the transformation and delivery of 
the software business. Prior to that, she was vice president, Software Engineering at Dell 
responsible for delivering the data center automation and systems management software 
technology across the company. 

She also spent many years prior to Dell leading the Java Software Group at Sun 
Microsystems responsible for developing Java and the related technology solutions for Sun’s 
enterprise and consumer markets. 

Tolson has Bachelor of Arts degrees in Business Administration and Economics, and 
Computer Science from Point Loma Nazarene University, and an MBA from National 
University.  



SPECIAL GUEST

Kevin McAleenan 
COMMISSIONER, U.S. CUSTOMS AND BORDER PROTECTION

Kevin K. McAleenan was sworn in on March 20, 2018, as 
Commissioner of U.S. Customs and Border Protection. Prior to his 
confirmation, McAleenan served as the Acting Commissioner since 
January 20, 2017. As the agency’s chief executive, McAleenan 
oversees 60,000 employees, manages a budget of over $13 billion, 
and ensures the effective operations of CBP’s efforts to protect 

national security while promoting economic prosperity and security. McAleenan directs 
CBP’s three core missions, counterterrorism, border security, and trade enforcement, while 
facilitating $4 Trillion in trade and facilitating travel of over 365 million people through 
ports of entry.  He oversees the largest law enforcement agency and the second-largest 
revenue collecting source in the federal government.

McAleenan previously served as Deputy Commissioner from November 2, 2014, until his 
appointment to Acting Commissioner.  In this role, he served as the agency’s chief operating 
officer and senior career official. Under McAleenan’s leadership, CBP has developed 
strategies that protect the nation’s borders from terrorism and attack transnational criminal 
networks. McAleenan has also implemented innovations that have facilitated the U.S. 
international arrival and departure process, saving the government and travel industry 
millions of dollars.  He has also advanced the development of CBP’s trade transformation 
agenda, designed to help America compete in the global economy.

McAleenan has previously held several leadership positions at CBP and one of its legacy 
agencies, the U.S. Customs Service.  From 2006 to 2008, McAleenan served as the 
Area Port Director of Los Angeles International Airport, directing CBP’s border security 
operations at LAX and 17 other airport facilities in one of CBP’s largest field commands. 
In December 2011, McAleenan was named acting Assistant Commissioner of CBP’s Office 
of Field Operations. In this position, he led agency operations to secure the U.S. border 
while expediting lawful trade and travel at 329 ports of entry in the United States and 70 
international locations in more than 40 countries.

McAleenan received a 2015 Presidential Rank Award, the nation’s highest civil service 
award. He also received the Service to America Medal, Call to Service Award, in 2005 for 
spearheading efforts to develop and implement a comprehensive antiterrorism strategy in 
the border security context after Sept. 11, 2001.

McAleenan has been a member of the U.S. Government’s Senior Executive Service since 
2006. Prior to government service, McAleenan practiced law in California. He received his 
Juris Doctor degree from the University of Chicago Law School and a Bachelor of Arts degree 
from Amherst College. 



MODERATOR

Brian Peck 
DIRECTOR, TRANSNATIONAL LAW AND BUSINESS CENTER
USC GOULD SCHOOL OF LAW

Brian Peck joined USC Gould School of Law as director of the Center 
for Transnational Law and Business and adjunct assistant professor 
of law in the fall of 2016. The USC Center for Transnational Law and 
Business promotes world-class policy analysis and debate to help 
international businesses navigate the complex matrix of varied trade 

and compliance policies around the world. Peck teaches international trade policy and also 
international IP at USC Gould.  

In 2013, Peck was appointed by California Governor Edmund G. Brown, Jr., to serve 
as deputy director in charge of international affairs and business development for the 
Governor’s Office of Business and Economic Development – a position he served in until 
2016.  In this capacity, he negotiated bilateral trade and investment MOUs between the 
state of California and Mexico, Japan and Chinese subnational governments. 

Peck served as senior director for Intellectual Property, and director of Japanese Affairs 
at U.S. Trade Representative. He was the lead negotiator for the IP chapters in the U.S.-
Colombia, U.S.-Peru and U.S.-Panama FTAs, and led the U.S. delegation at the WTO TRIPS 
Council meetings. Brian also co-chaired the U.S.-Japan IT Working Group, and worked 
on regulatory reform initiatives for Japan’s IP rights legal regime, IT, e-commerce and 
telecommunication sectors. He also led bilateral talks with several Asian countries under the 
Doha Development Agenda negotiations to liberalize market access for services.   

Peck was an attorney-advisor at the U.S. Department of Commerce, where he participated 
in a number of antidumping and countervailing duty cases, including litigation before the 
U.S. Court of International Trade as well as NAFTA and WTO dispute settlement panels.  In 
his private practice Brian advised multi-national clients on international trade law, regulatory 
and compliance matters, international government and policy affairs and global IP asset 
management.

Peck received his law degree, cum laude, from the University of San Diego School of Law 
and his BA degree from UC Berkeley.



Celebrating a month 
of world trade in May

The Los Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce has long understood and 
appreciated the global nature of business. Ninety years ago the  
L.A. Area Chamber foresaw the need for an event that would create  
stronger connections and mutual benefit for a burgeoning worldwide 
business community. 

In 1926, the L.A. Area Chamber created World Trade Week, and through 
the years it became so successful that in 1935 President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt signed into law a national observance of World Trade Week. 

The original week-long observance has now grown to more than 30 events held each year 
throughout the month of May in the Southern California area. The events promote the 
positive economic aspects of international trade on our local community through face-to-
face dialogues and forums for ideas. 

World Trade Week Southern California continues to promote trade through the following:

EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS  
  Global Trade Career Website
  High school educational briefings
  Legislative outreach
  Scholarships
  University research projects

WORLD TRADE WEEK INFO GUIDE
The World Trade Week Info Guide is published each year and includes a directory of 
Southern California trade-related offices and organizations and current statistics on the 
value of world trade to the region.

As the voice of business since 1888, the Los Angeles Area Chamber of 
Commerce’s mission has been to help its members grow by promoting 
collaboration and seeking full prosperity for the Los Angeles region. In 
recent times, the Chamber has added to its role by responding to today’s 
challenging and technologically advanced global marketplace. 

As a trustee for the current and future welfare of the region, the Chamber champions economic 
prosperity and quality of life.

The Chamber serves a diverse membership of businesses of every size, from more than 35 
industries, in every community across Los Angeles County. Currently, the Chamber represents 
more than 1,600 members and 650,000 employees.

Each year, the Chamber delivers...
    More than 40,000 direct and indirect referrals to member companies
    300 plus business and professional development programs
    More than 25 policy and signature events
    Nearly 100 graduates participating in our leadership programs
    10,000 jobs and internships for L.A. youth

The Los Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce is located just west of downtown at 350 S. Bixel St., 
Los Angeles, CA 90017. For general information or membership information, call 213.580.7500.

ABOUT WORLD TRADE WEEK

FOUNDERS’ PROFILE
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WORLD TRADE WEEK 2018 COMMITTEE

Committee Members

Thank you to the World Trade Week Committee members for their support!

*A special thank you 
to our Sub-committee 
Chairs! 



WORLD TRADE WEEK AWARD WINNERS

EXPORT ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
Recognizes companies in the five-county area that have demonstrated success in exporting 

or have provided significant export services to others over the past two years. 

Bobrick Washroom Equipment, Inc.
Bobrick Washroom Equipment, Inc. is a 112-year-old 
global washroom accessory, toilet partition and child 
accommodation company headquartered in North 
Hollywood, California, with seven manufacturing divisions 

across the United States, Canada and the United Kingdom, and trading relationships 
that extend into more than 100 markets worldwide. A leader in product innovation and 
manufacturing, Bobrick prides itself as a company that delivers best-in-class products and 
service, while fostering an environment of collaboration and continuous learning.

In 2004, Bobrick acquired Koala Kare Products, based in Centennial, Colorado. Koala is 
recognized as the leading manufacturer of baby changing stations and child seating products 
for use in commercial buildings, transportation hubs and food services establishments. 
In 2006, Bobrick acquired Gamco Commercial Restroom Accessories located in Durant, 
Oklahoma. In addition to a complete range of standard accessories, Gamco provides custom-
made products, accessories made from specialty metals and powder coated finishes in a 
range of colors.

Most recently, Bobrick acquired Thrislington Cubicles Ltd., a global leader in the design 
and manufacture of toilet partitions. Thrislington is based in Deeside, United Kingdom and 
its products have won multiple design awards and been installed in prestigious projects 
worldwide, from Alice Tully Hall at New York City’s Lincoln Center to the Doha Convention 
Center in Qatar.  

Bobrick has subsidiaries in the United Kingdom and Australia, plus branches in Dubai, 
Singapore and Latin America that offer local inventory, customer service and sales support 
for distributors and representatives in Europe, Asia, Australia, the Middle East, Africa, 
Central and South America and the Pacific Islands.



WORLD TRADE WEEK AWARD WINNERS

FOREIGN DIRECT INVESTMENT AWARD
Recognizes foreign companies who have established U.S. operations in the five-county area 

and made significant contributions to the Southern California economy through financial 
investment in California companies or the establishment of local facilities.

Konoike-Pacific California, Inc. 
Konoike-Pacific California, Inc., also known as K-PAC, 
is an affiliate company of Konoike Transport Co., Ltd., 

headquartered in Osaka, Japan. Konoike Transport was founded in 1880 as an integrated 
solutions business for its customers and the logistics industry was not originally one of its 
main operations.  The company expanded their logistics business in the Japanese domestic 
market into the 1970s. Because of the strong growth of the Japanese economy in the 
1980s, Konoike Transport decided to expand their business overseas. In 1985 Konoike 
Transport started their logistics business in Los Angeles as the US market was a major target 
of their growth plans.
  
At that time, Konoike determined that there was not enough cold storage capacity available 
near the ports so the company acquired land in order to build a cold storage in Wilmington, 
California in 1989, with the support of then Mayor Tom Bradley. 

It seemed it was a great opportunity at the time, but the company faced many difficulties 
during the construction of the facility and it took nearly five years to complete. Finally, the 
facility was completed November 1994 and subsequently, California Governor Pete Wilson, 
visited the Konoike Transport Head Office in Osaka to congratulate them on the completion 
of the new facility. 

Operations at the new cold storage facility, under Konoike-Pacific California, Inc. was 
launched in early 1995.  The company struggled for more than 10 years to make the facility 
a profitable business. This was due primarily to the lack of local business knowledge and 
experience of the Konoike management team from Japan. A major decision was made in 
2005 by the Head Office in Japan to hire experienced local management staff to join the 
Japan staff to manage the operations of the company. This was the major turning point in 
building the success of the company in the U.S.

With the new team in place, K-PAC acquired General Cold Storage, Inc. in 2007 (now 
known as K-PAC General) in Bell Gardens. In 2011 K-PAC acquired E Street Cold, Inc.(Now 
KPAC E Street) in Wilmington. The K-PAC group has become one of the major cold storage 
company’s in L.A. with more than 40,000 pallet positions.

In 2017 KPAC General inaugurated a new facility in the City of South Gate with a capacity 
of approximately 13,000 pallet positions. KPAC Group is still looking for other business 
opportunities to expand their operations in Southern California. In 2018 KPAC is preparing 
to acquire another land in Wilmington Area to seek more business opportunity.

The KPAC Group has a strong commitment to contribute to the future economic growth of 
the area.



WORLD TRADE WEEK AWARD WINNERS

BOB KLEIST LEADERSHIP AWARD
Recognizes and honors an organization or company that has demonstrated inspirational and 
visionary leadership in the development of world trade in Southern California. The recipient 

exemplifies the attributes of Bob Kleist, perhaps the best-known person in world trade on the 
West Coast, by advocating for Southern California’s interests in promoting trade and providing 

an education for the next generation of international traders. 

Robert D. Kleist was a pillar of the international trade community and a mentor to many. Kleist 
served as corporate advisor for Evergreen America Corporation, led the Los Angeles steamship 

association throughout his career and served as chair of the World Trade Week 1961.

Discrict Export Council of Southern California (DECSC)
The District Export Council of Southern California (DECSC) 
is the largest DEC in the United States, serving the heavily 
populated, trade-intensive counties of Los Angeles, 
Orange, Ventura, and Santa Barbara, along with part of the 
San Joaquin Valley. The DECSC has 40+ qualified, high-

level executives as members, each with extensive business, government, and/or academic 
experience in international trade, including particular experience in:

All DECSC members are nominated and vetted by the U.S. Department of Commerce 
and “Appointed by the Secretary of Commerce”. The DECSC is governed by a chairman, 
executive committee, and several committees whose members dedicate their time and effort 
to carry out the goals and objectives of the DECSC’s Strategic Plan. 

DECSC Mission:
To contribute leadership, expertise, advocacy, advice, and support to serve the international 
business  community and work with USDOC’s export training and assistance programs, in 
collaboration with California’s USEACs, other regional California DECs, and other regional 
partners. DECSC will accomplish its mission primarily by initiating and/or supporting 
collaborative efforts to: 

• Export manufacturing and management

• Trade education, research and assistance

• International marketing

• International Trade Law and Compliance

• International transportation and logistics

• International trade finance and insurance

• Promote awareness and benefits of international trade for 

businesses, workers, job-creators, education, and the economy.

• Counsel and train regional businesses on how to export, best export 

practices, and export assistance resources.

• Organize, co-sponsor and support trade-related regional conferences, 

workshops and other educational and networking opportunities.

• Disseminate Web-based and other information about industry-and 

market-specific trade potentials and opportunities.

• Advocate for policies, laws and regulations that encourage exports, 

reduce trade barriers, and promote global trade.  



WORLD TRADE WEEK AWARD WINNERS

STANLEY T. OLAFSON BRONZE PLAQUE AWARD
Originally presented by the Los Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce in 1933, this award 
is one of the Chamber’s oldest and most prestigious awards. Chosen by the WTW Stanley 
T. Olafson Selection Committee and presented each year to an outstanding member of the 
world trade community in Southern California, the award recognizes those who, throughout 

their lifetime, have contributed above and beyond their job requirements to the development 
and advancement of world trade in the region. 

Jim MacLellan
Jim MacLellan is responsible for trade development programs to 
promote increased trade through the Port of Los Angeles and the 
Southern California Gateway. He is also responsible for outreach to 
trade organizations and related professional associations. He has 
held this position since January 2007, and previously was director of 
marketing, at which time he coordinated activities of the Port’s 10 
international offices and worked with customers and service providers 
to help build the Port’s long-term clientele.

 
MacLellan leads the Port’s trade development promotion and education programs, including 
Trade Connect, which assists local businesses enter global export markets. Other programs 
led by MacLellan include Export University, which offers a video of 32 training components 
each approximately 20 minutes in length, and TradeX which is comprises brief presentations 
of innovative products and services reviewed by a panel of export experts.
 
Prior to joining the Port of Los Angeles in 1992, MacLellan spent more than 20 years 
working internationally in the maritime and intermodal shipping business. From 1970 
to 1975 he worked for Canadian Pacific in the bulk materials sector. Subsequently he 
worked in Europe in both the container and the breakbulk shipping sectors. This latter work 
involved the Baltic Exchange, the London Metals Exchange, as well as logistics planning for 
international engineering projects in the oil exploration and pipeline sectors.
 
As Adjunct Professor, he taught an annual course on international shipping and trade at the 
Monterey Institute Graduate School of Business Studies. He has also taught an intensive 
course on global shipping at the UCLA Anderson School of Business capstone program for 
international MBAs.
 
A member of several local and international organizations, MacLellan currently serves as 
chair of the Pacific Chapter of the United States – Mexico Chamber of Commerce, Board 
Member of the L.A. Regional Export Council (Metropolitan Export Initiative). As a Port 
representative on the Inland SoCal iHub, he is responsible for coordinating meetings of 
the Economic Development agencies of the Counties of Riverside and San Bernardino. 
He is currently a member of the Working Group Secretariat (an initiative of the California 
Governor’s Office of Business and Economic Development), which links seven Chinese 
provinces to the five counties in the Greater Los Angeles region. 



Education is the cornerstone of World Trade Week. Some current initiatives include:

WORLD TRADE WEEK EDUCATIONAL INITIATIVES

OPPORTUNITIES FOR CAREERS IN INTERNATIONAL TRADE
In November, the World Trade Week (WTW) committee 
participated as exhibitors at Aviation Career Day, a career 
discovery event hosted by Los Angeles World Airports (LAWA). 
The WTW committee and former WTW scholarship recipients 
distributed the WTW Career Guide, promoted scholarship 
opportunities and discussed trade career pathways with 
students. 

EXPLORING CAREERS IN GLOBAL TRADE – FEATURING LOS ANGELES 
WORLD AIRPORTS
Los Angeles World Airports, in partnership with the World 
Trade Week (WTW) Education Committee, hosted nearly 100 
high school students and staff from various school districts 
in Southern California to for an up close and personal look at 
international trade at the nation’s second-busies airport, Los 
Angeles International Airport (LAX). The event, led by Amy 

Grat, president of International Trade Education Programs (ITEP), included an airfield tour 
and a visit to Delta Air Lines’ cargo facilities, as well as applying their problem-solving skills 
to scenarios involving mentors from the Los Angeles Air Cargo Association and Customs 
and Border Protection. “Connecting people, places, and cultures is the mission that drives 
everything we do at LAX, and cargo is a vital part of completing that mission,” said Los 
Angeles World Airports (LAWA) Deputy Executive Director for External Affairs Trevor Daley. “I 
want to thank World Trade Week, the Los Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce, International 
Trade Educations Programs, the LA Air Cargo Association, Customs and Border Protection, 
Delta Air Lines, and every single person who came together to make this special event 
happen for these students.”

GLOBAL TRADE CAREERS WEBSITE
A comprehensive resource of practical information regarding career opportunities in the 
international trade sector. The site is intended to encourage and support high school and 
college students in their pursuit of careers in global trade and investment, featuring specific 
international career profiles from the public and private sectors to educate students on such 
career pathways. Visit www.globaltradecareers.com

UNIVERSITY RESEARCH PROJECTS
The WTW Committee strives to provide access to key information and resources. Under the 
leadership of Dr. Anatoly Zhuplev, professor at Loyola Marymount University (LMU), teams of 
LMU students have compiled research for pertinent topics, including achieving sustainable 
urban development and comparing California’s competitiveness in the international business 
framework.

LEGISLATIVE OUTREACH
The WTW Committee is dedicated to educating elected officials 
and their staff about the positive impact of trade in California. 
Committee members visit with Congressional members and 
staff throughout the year.

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS FOR SUPPORTING 2018 WORLD TRADE WEEK EDUCATIONAL INITIATIVES



RAPHAEL DANILO
University of Southern California 

“My experience is a bit different than most 
college students’ of my age. I am in the World 
Bachelor in Business program…studying on three 
different continents and at the end of my four 
year graduation I will have a degree from three top 
business schools on each continent—USC here, The 
Hong Kong University of Science and Technology 
(HKUST) in Asia and Bocconi, which is one of the 
best business schools in Europe. I have been lucky 
to be one of the first cohorts to join this program.”

ELIZABETH WARREN
University of Southern California and University of 
Hong Kong

“The opportunities for working with interested 
parties around the globe are endless, and my 
extensive network of connections through chambers 
of commerce, trade associations, academia, 
private industry and government provides 
incredible opportunities for me to capitalize on my 
entrepreneurial spirit to create dialogue with policy 
makers and decision makers to enable those better 
outcomes for our communities.”

ROBERT WATSON                                                                
University of California, Los Angeles

Ultimately, I hope that I will be able to use my 
career, hopefully as a representative on city council 
or in state government, to promote trade, rather 
than disregard it on the basis of unsubstantiated 
myths. Doing this will inevitably promote the 
general economic welfare of all those who seek to 
engage in global commerce, ultimately leading to 
more affordable and accessible goods and services 
in the long run!”

PRESENTED BY

PRESENTED BY

PRESENTED BY

UNIVERSITY SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS

SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS
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JONATHAN BUSTAMANTE
Phineas Banning Senior High 

“I would [like to] create a movement for my 
community. A movement to ignite change in the 
mindset of the youth. As you walk the halls of 
Banning, it’s disheartening to see so many students 
give up on the possibility of a life outside of 
Wilmington. Nothing that is worth it in life comes 
easy, but everyone has a reason to fight.”

CLARISSA DIAZ
Carson Senior High

“My goal is to become associated with an 
international company where I can utilize my skills 
and gain further experience as a management 
analyst, while enhancing the company’s productivity 
and reputation.”

CAI FORD                                                                
Westchester Enriched Science Magnet

“International trade allows us to expand our markets 
for both goods and services that otherwise may not 
have been available to us. I am eager to create new 
marketing strategies to further expand international 
trade through market research, market segmentation 
and targeting. I am ready to fill the world with new 
and advanced forms of international transportation 
to make the world a cleaner more connected place.”

PRESENTED BY

PRESENTED BY

PRESENTED BY

HIGH SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS

SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS

ETHAN LAND
Shadow Ridge

“With computer science, I can help people abroad 
advertise, as well as create websites for easier 
global access to a company or country. International 
law would be even more useful. It could help with 
catching and prosecuting suspicious shipments, 
resolving [disputes] with companies not paying on 
time, and counterfeiting. I am excited to begin my 
journey into a fascinating career.”

PRESENTED BY



CARLOS OTANO
The Buckley School 

“World trade is a business that involves….goods 
and services, and transporting them to interested 
markets. My goal is to create animated characters 
that are as relatable to the people in the United 
States as they are to the International Market. I 
think true world trade serves to bring us together.”

PRISCILA LOPEZ 
Carson Senior High School

“My dream is to improve the lives of populations 
of many foreign territories by making them aware 
that it is significantly important to expand economic 
trade systems to advance worldwide imports and 
exports.”

JOSEPH LOZANO                                                              
Phineas Banning Senior High 

“I have been interested in studying business from 
my global trade class where I learned the trading 
scale in the world. My previous summer internship 
with the Port of Los Angeles prepared me to work in 
the field and gave me the necessary experience to 
obtain a desirable position.”

PRESENTED BY

PRESENTED BY

PRESENTED BY

HIGH SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS

SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS



MARIAH RAMIREZ
Robert A. Millikan High School

“I am learning that everything we see on a day 
to day basis is possible because of international 
trade. It is the reason why we have a wide variety 
of products to choose from when we go to the store 
and is part of the reason why our country’s economy 
is the way it is. International trade is and will 
continue to be an important aspect in everyone’s 
life.”

CASSIDY TSHIMBLANGA                                                                
Carondelet High School

“My career goal is to run a global non-profit. My 
interest in global community service has come 
from my experience working in an orphanage in 
Africa and seeing the poor and vulnerable around 
the world. I want to connect my interest in global 
service with my business knowledge to influence 
others. I want to have a seat at the table on critical 
global issues affecting the poor. A MBA will allow 
me to really lean in on these issues in a more 
profound way.”

BIANCA  VELAZQUEZ                                                                
Port of Los Angeles High School

“As a future student of Cal Maritime, I will be very 
prepared for my career in logistics. A business 
degree will allow me to contribute to international 
trade. Ports and international trade are extremely 
important in our everyday lives. They provide many 
jobs for our community and the opportunity for 
growth.”

PRESENTED BY

PRESENTED BY

PRESENTED BY

HIGH SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS

SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS



GLOBAL TRADE SCHOLAR AWARD
The Global Trade Scholar Award is the highest honor a World Trade Week scholarship 

recipient can receive. This award is given to a student that has gone above and beyond their 
regular role as a student and shows high potential for influencing global trade in their future 

career. The award stands for academic excellence and outstanding leadership.

Raphael Danilo 
Raphael Danilo is an undergraduate student at the University of 
Southern California, enrolled in the World Bachelor in Business 
program. The World Bachelor in Business is the first triple-degree 
granting program of its kind, offering Bachelor’s degrees in Business 
from a top business school in California, Asia and Europe. While 
at USC, Raphael launched startup venture, Yobs, with a peer and 
several high-profile AI researchers from USC’s Institute for Creative 
Technologies lab to cut pre-screening costs in HR by up to 80 percent. 

In two years, Raphael has grown the company from 1 to 10 employees as CEO, signing 
on Fortune 1000 clients and receiving features in global media like the Huffington Post, 
Entrepreneur, Buzzfeed and more. Raphael previously worked for a deep learning startup in 
Israel. He is also one of the cofounders of L.A.’s largest applied AI community and spends 
part of his free time as a mentor at USC’s Blackstone Launchpad, where he advises student-
entrepreneurs from undergraduate to post-graduate working on high-growth AI startups.

SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS



EVENTS CALENDAR  |  MAY 2018

April 26 – May 4
The U.S. Ambassadors’ Tour
Contact: hpham@usasean.org
usasean.org/

April 29 – May 2
Global Conference 2018
8 a.m. - 7 p.m.
THE BEVERLY HILTON
9876 Wilshire Boulevard
Beverly Hills, CA 90210
milkeninstitute.org

May 1
Doing Business without Borders
1:15 - 6 p.m.
BOBRICK WASHROOM EQUIPMENT, INC. 
6901 Tujunga Avenue 
North Hollywood, CA 91605 
thevalley.net

German Spotlight at the 2018 Newport Beach Film 
Festival
7 - 11 p.m.
TRIANGLE SQUARE CINEMAS
1870 Harbor Blvd
Costa Mesa, CA 92627
Contact:
R.Hellermann@gaba-network.org

May 2
U.S.-India Future Connectivity Series Los Angeles
9 - 11:30 a.m.
LOS ANGELES AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
350 S Bixel St.
Los Angeles, CA 90017 
usibc.com

May 3
2018 California-China Business Summit
8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
THE BEVERLY HILTON
9876 Wilshire Boulevard
Beverly Hills, CA 90210 
chinaweek.la

May 3-4
City Age Build the Future
THE CALIFORNIA CLUB
538 S. Flower St.
Los Angeles, CA 90071
Contact: 
info@cityage.org
la.cityage.org/

Southern California at a Crossroads
RENAISSANCE INDIAN WELLS RESORT & SPA
44-400 Indian Wells Lane,
Indian Wells, CA 92210
scag.ca.gov

May 3-9
5th Annual Starring Europe Festival
EGYPTIAN THEATRE AND AERO THEATRE
Santa Monica
starringeurope.com

May 4
92nd Annual World Trade Week Kickoff Breakfast
7:15 - 11 a.m.
INTERCONTINENTAL LOS ANGELES DOWNTOWN
900 Wilshire Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90071 
worldtradeweek.com

LA Trade Numbers Explained 
11 a.m. - Noon
INTERCONTINENTAL LOS ANGELES DOWNTOWN
900 Wilshire Blvd. 
Los Angeles, California 90017
worldcityweb.com

Trade Ambassadors Workshop: Los Angeles
11:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.
INTERCONTINENTAL LOS ANGELES DOWNTOWN
900 Wilshire Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90071 
Contact: 
james.sheehan@eupopusa.com

May 9
Wine Appreciation Session for California Trade 
Community
5 - 8 p.m.
BAYSIDE RESTAURANT
900 Bayside Dr.
Newport Beach, CA 92660
Contact: 213.622.9446



May 10
Air Cargo Day 
11 a.m. - 2 p.m.
WESTDRIFT
1400 Parkview Ave.
Manhattan Beach, CA 90266 
Contact: 
nyclady1@ca.rr.com
laaca.us/

Recent US Fiscal Reform Challenges and Opportunities 
for Mexico and International Business
8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
1800 Century Park East Ste. 300
Los Angeles, CA 90067 
Contact: marlen@usmcocca.org
usmcocca.org

May 11
Global E- Commerce Summit
9 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
SANTA YNEZ VALLEY MARRIOTT
555 McMurray Rd.
Buellton, CA 93427
scheinfeld.sbcc.edu/

International Banking and Finance
9 - 11 a.m.
LOS ANGELES HARBOR COLLEGE
1111 Figueroa Place 
Wilmington, CA 90744
Contact: jv@lagchamber.com
Phone: 310.534.3143

May 13-16
TechConnect World Innovation
ANAHEIM CONVENTION CENTER
800 W Katella Ave.
Anaheim CA 92802
TechConnectWorld.com/World2018/

May 15
FTA & LACBFFA Annual World Trade Week Workshop 
& Luncheon
8 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
THE GRAND EVENTS CENTER
4101 E Willow St.
Long Beach, CA 90815
Contact: info@foreigntradeassociation.com
foreigntradeassociation.com

May 16
JASSC 109th Anniversary Dinner & Gala Celebration 
6 p.m.
THE QUEEN MARY
1126 Queens Highway
Long Beach, CA 90802 
Contact: 
amano@jas-socal.org
jas-socal.org/DinnerGala

May 17
31st Annual Seafood Feast hosted by the Propeller 
Club
5:30 - 7:30 p.m.
SAN PEDRO FISH MARKET
1190 Nagoya Way
San Pedro, CA 90731
propellerclublalb.org

Orange County World Trade Week 
7 - 11 a.m.
IRVINE MARRIOTT
18000 Von Karman Ave.
Irvine, CA 92612 
Contact: prussell@irvinechamber.com
irvinechamber.com

HKTDC Los Angeles Regional Mixer for Investors
5 - 8 p.m.
Century City
los.angeles.office@hktdc.org

May 18
History of the Port Tours
10 - 11:30 a.m.
PORT HUENEME HISTORICAL SOCIETY MUSEUM
220 Market Street
Port Hueneme, CA 93041 
visithuenemebeach.com

May 19
Free Harbor Boat Tours
10:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.
LOCATION 1: LA MARITIME MUSEUM
600 Sampson Way
San Pedro, CA 90731
LOCATION 2: LBANNINGS LANDING COMMUNITY 
CENTER
100 Water St.
Wilmington, CA 90744 
portoflosangeles.org 



For a full listing of events in 
May, visit worldtradeweek.com

May 21
Understanding INCOTERMS
9:30 a.m. - Noon
SOUTHWESTERN COLLEGE HIGHER
EDUCATION CENTER NATIONAL CITY
880 National City Blvd., Ste 7100
National City, CA 91950
sandiegocitd.org/ 

May 22
Cybersecurity & Computer Forensic Investigations 
in Mexico and Latin America
1800 Century Park East Ste. 300
Los Angeles, CA 90067 
Contact: marlen@usmcocca.org
usmcocca.org

What you need to know about 
Value Added Tax (VAT)
Webinar
10 - 11 a.m. 
Contact: daniela.treptow@eurovat.com 
eurovat.com

Tokyo-LA Forum
Noon - 6 p.m.
800 Century Park East Ste. 300
Los Angeles, CA 90067 
Contact: events@pacificcouncil.org
pacificcouncil.org

Pacific Islands Business Webinar
3 p.m. 
Contact: Douglas.Wallace@trade.gov
export.gov

May 23-24
Select LA Investment Summit
JW MARRIOTT AT LA LIVE
900 W Olympic Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90015
Contact: Michael.Smith@wtcla.org
Phone: 213.236.4883
selectla.com

May 24
Emulation: A Korean Model of Economic Development
4 - 5:30 p.m.
SCHOOL OF GLOBAL POLICY AND STRATEGY
9500 Gilmann Dr., #0519
La Jolla, CA 92093
Contact: lisalee@ucsd.edu

May 31
Citizen Diplomacy Celebration
6 p.m.
THE OLYMPIC COLLECTION
11301 W. Olympic Blvd. #204
Los Angeles, CA 90064
Contact: hstoddard@ivcla.org
Phone: 213.388.1428 ext. 26





THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

California Inland Empire District Export Council (CIEDEC) • Cal Poly Pomona – College of the Extended University 
• City Express Hotels • City National Bank • District Export Council of Southern California (DECSC) • Evergreen 

Shipping Agency • FCL Logistics • German American Business Association (GABA) • Green Closet Printing • Hong 
Kong Trade Development Council (HKTDC) • International Trade Education Programs (ITEP) • Pacific Palms Conference 

Resort • Price Transfer • Roanoke Trade • San Bernardino Airport • State Bank of India • The Boeing Co. • Union 
Bank • USC Gould School of Law • West Coast Turkish American Chamber of Commerce (WECTAC)

PATRONS

SUPPORTERS
AEG • Antea®Group • Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner LLP • California Short Line Railroad Association • Center for 
International Trade and Transportation – CSULB • Fogo de Chao • Industrial & Commercial Bank of China (ICBC)

California Chamber of Commerce • California Manufacturing Technology Consulting (CMTC) • Consulate General of Canada • Export-Import Bank of 
the United States • Foreign Trade Association • FuturePorts • German American Business Association (GABA) • Harbor Association of Industry and 
Commerce • Harbor Trucking Association • International Trade Education Programs (ITEP) • International Visitors Council of Los Angeles (IVCLA) • 

Japan American Society of Southern California • Korean Trade-Investment Promotion Agency (KOTRA) • Los Angeles Air Cargo Association • Loyola 
Marymount University • Mobility 21 • National U.S.-Arab Chamber of Commerce • Orange County Business Council • Pacific Merchant Shipping 
Association (PMSA) • Quebec Government Office • The Valley International Trade Association • UK’s Department for International Trade • U.S. 

Department of Commerce • U.S. Small Business Administration • Vietnamese American Chamber of Commerce • West Coast Turkish American Chamber 
of Commerce (WECTAC) • Women in International Trade - Los Angeles (WIT-LA) • World Trade Center Los Angeles
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